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PREFACE. 

The following little work was delivered 
in the form of Lectureff to the writer's 
Congregation during the " weeks of har- 
vest ;" and, having been favourably received 
in that narrow circle, it is now, at the re- 
quest of a few friends who were interested 
in its delivery, published, in the hope that 
in a wider sphere it may excite the same 
interest in this Daughter of Moab, and by 
the Divine blessing, induce some to seek 
her grace, and obtain with her " a full re- 
ward of the Lord God of Israel, under 
whose wings she came to trust" 

Maryport. 
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INTKODtCTION. 



The Books of the Law were anciently 
divided into as many Parnshim or sections 
as there were Sabbaths in the Jewish year ; 
while th« Prophets, including some of the 
Historical Books, were divided into the 
same number of Haphtoroth or chapters. 
One of each of these was read in the syna- 
gogues every Sabbath, so that the whole of 
them were read through once a year. A 
degree of wisdom was exercised in the ar- 
rangement of these, to adapt the subject of 
the lessons to the solemn feasts of the Mo- 
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saic ritual, or to the season of the year. 
With great propriety the Book of Ruth 
was appointed to be read during harvest, 
containing, as it does, a beautiful and affect- 
ing picture of Jewish life during that plea- 
sant and stirring season. It was rightly 
judged, that the lesson designed to be taught 
by the story would come home to the feel- 
ings more powerfully, while scenes similar 
to those amidst which the story lies, were 
passing around. No harvest worth nam- 
ing is now reaped in Judea. The fields 
around Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and Samaria, 
are now scantily sown and sparingly reaped. 
The valleys of Rephaim and Elah, once 
" covered over with corn," are now bare as 
the mountains of Grilboa ; for the spoiler is 
there, and the land enjoys her Sabbaths, 
and lies desolate for the iniquity of the 
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people who call it their own. The instruc- 
tion once imparted to them, now falls upon 
other ears ; and those who hear and own 
the Voice which speaks in these ancient 
narratives, must learn what the Jew refused 
to know, or, like him, lose the privileges 
they now enjoy. .While the harvest trea- 
sures are waving around us, or falling be- 
fore the reaper bands, or the shouts of 
" harvest home" are heard, let us send our 
thoughts back to the story of this Moabitess 
gleaner in the fields of Boaz. There we 
shall find much to admire, in the way by 
which the Lord brings good out of evil ; 
and, while he punishes his people for their 
transgressions, never sufiers his faithful- 
ness or mercy toward them to fail. 

There is a charm in this touching story 
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which never allows it to grow old or stale. 
This is to be attributed partly to the trtdh 
to nature in the narrative, and partly to 
the truth to grace in the sentiments ex- 
pressed. Manners and customs vary in 
different ages and nations, and nowhere 
does the peculiarity of some usages of the 
Jews in olden time more appear than in 
this short book ; but still the heart of man, 
both in its good and ill, is the same in every 
age and clime. " As face answereth to face 
in a glass,'^ so will the heart of Naomi and 
Ruth and Boaz answer to some in all times ; 
and where that heart is truthfully laid 
open, as here, it will be found that, pecu- 
liar as some of their circumstances were, 
their sins and frailties, their frames and 
feelings, are faithfully reflected by the lives 
of many a believer still. The grace of 
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Grod, too, changes not ; its features rise 
above, or shine through the peculiarity of 
customs and manners, which it sanctifies 
where harmless, refines where rude, and 
modifies where prejudicial to piety. None 
but the ignorant or narrow-minded will 
take ofibnce at these usages so difiPerent 
from ours, while the truly intelligent, even 
though destitute of piety, will admire a 
narrative so true to nature, and so satis- 
factory in its result, to human feeling. It 
is said that the celebrated Benjamin 
Franklin, being in a company which was 
admiring some of the legends of ancient 
Greece, told them that he had once read 
an eastern tale still more tender and inter- 
esting. At the request of the company he 
told it. It was the story of Ruth, with 
the names of persons and places changed. 
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Not recognising it, all were loud in its 
praise, and begged to know where he had 
met with it. He told them ; and, sceptic 
as he himself was, he administered a severe 
rebuke on the interest shewn in fictitious 
and heathen narratives, while the greater 
beauties of the sacred Scriptures were ne- 
glected or despised. 



I. 



THE REMOVAL. 



No king as yet had reigned in Israel 
when the events of this narrative took place. 
Jehovah was IsraeFs King. While they 
served Him, under his mild and invisible 
monarchy they felt no need of a supreme 
ruler. The elders of each city were compe- 
tent to settle every difference, and to put 
forth all the authority needed to secure 
peace and safety. But when they fell into 
idolatry, then, "scourged by the rod of men," 
oppressed by the surrounding nations, they 
cried in their distress to God. He, mindful 
of his covenant, raised up temporary rulers 
in the person of the Judges, by whom he 
saved them from their oppressors ; but who 

B 



14 THE REMOVAL. 

were ready to lay down the partial autho- 
rity they assumed, as soon as the occasion 
which called it forth had ceased. Such 
were Othniel, Barak, Jephtha, Gideon, and 
Samuel. 

The land by this time had been subdued 
and divided, and the Mosaic Law of inhe- 
ritance was in full force and operation. 
Each family was enjoying its own portion 
of land, or paternal inheritance. All were 
in the situation most favourable to the cul- 
tivation of piety — a state of competence — 
the result of industry. 

But no state exempts from temptation, 
sin, and consequent punishment. There 
was a famine in the land, severe and pro- 
tracted. Under the immediate government 
of God, this was always corrective for sin ; 
the threatened consequence of departing 
from God. " If thou wilt not hearken unto 
the voice of the Lord thy God thy hea- 
ven that is over thy head shall be brass, and 
the earth that is under thee shall be iron. 
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The Lord shall make the rain of thy land 
powder and dust. Thou shalt carry much 
seed into thy field, and shalt gather little 

in Because thou servedst not the Lord 

thy God with joyfulness and with gladness 
of heart for the abundance of all things," 
(Deut. xxviii. 15, 23, 38, 47.) The famine 
seems to have been universal in the Holy 
Land, though not extending beyond its bor- 
ders, — a still surer mark of its judicial na- 
ture. 

At this time, in the rich and fertile dis- 
trict of Ephratah, the chief town of which 
was Bethlehem, there was one Elimelech, 
who, like others, possessed his portion of 
land ; and belonging, as he did, to the very 
first family in the tribe of Judah, which 
was most extensively endowed, that portion 
could not have been small. But land in 
the time of famine is of little value, and 
Elimelech seems to have sold his ; that is, 
alienated it from his family till the year of 
release, or the jubilee — when, according to 
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the Mosaic institution, it would return to 
it, should any of its members survive till 
that festival. Then, gathering up all his 
property of a moveable kind, he left his 
country, and emigrated with all his family, 
consisting of his wife Naomi, and two sons, 
Mahlon and Chilion, to the land of Moab; 
which lay to the east of Judah. 

The history simply narrates the fact of 
Elimelech's emigration, leaving us to infer 
the sin of this, both from the injunctions 
given to Israel in the Law, and from the 
consequences of the step. There was dis- 
trust of God in it. He had given that land 
to his people for a perpetual possession ; 
and, by the nature of His laws and institu- 
tions, he meant that it should not be alien* 
ated for ever. Besides, the very purpose 
for which He had called them as a people^ 
and given them that land, would be frus- 
irated by their removal from it. They were 
there to maintain the peculiar ordinances 
of His appointment, and be separate from 
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all other nations. Temporary inflictions of 
famine, pestilence, or reverse in war were 
not intended to drive them from the land, 
but to try their fidelity. In this duty Eli- 
melech failed. He saw distress coming ; he 
saw famine impending ; the ills of penury 
he could not bear ; the promise of God he • 
could not trust ; he therefore left the pro- 
mised land, the society of the people of God, 
the ordinances of divine worship, the taber- 
nacle, the altar, the sacrifices, the solemn 
assemblies, the sacred feasts, and the days 
of humiliation and fasting, now more espe- 
cially called for. To forego all these weighed 
less with Elimelech than the ills of poverty, 
the privations and humiliations of reduced 
circumstances. So he left the land. But 
whither will he go ? There is no country 
where God is known, or Jehovah wor 
shipped, save that one which he is leaving. 
Perhaps the motive which induced him to 
abandon one country guided him in his 
choice of another. The land of Moab lay 

b2 
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near, and there was plenty there ; for '^Moab 
hath been at ease from his youth, and hath 
settled on his leea" There he would see 
nothing, hear nothing, but idol-gods, cruel 
deeds, lascivious rites, under a semblance 
of worship, — nothing but sights and sounds 
• that pollute the imagination, deprave the 
heart, and ate fatal to piety. Yet he went 
forth to go into the land of Moab, and into 
the land of Moab he came. 

Eliraelech was not the last of the pro- 
fessed worshippers of God who have yielded 
to the dictates of policy rather than of piety. 
How many, visited by Divine Providence 
with the loss of property, instead of bowing 
beneath the stroke, and reducing their ex- 
penditure to their diminished income, have 
removed to a distance where the stroke 
would be less felt, and the humiliating re- 
verse be less known. True, they leave not 
a " holy land,'' nor, perhaps, go into " a land 
of idols," but they do leave many of the spi- 
ritual advantages they possessed, and com- 
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munion they professed to enjoy, the loss of 
which weighs less with them than the self- 
denial and submission to which they were 
called in the path of duty. 

And did Elimelech prolong his days in 
the land of his choice ? No. " Naomi's 
husband died ; ahd she was left and her two « 
sons.'' The evil he sought to shun met him 
in his retreat, and the survivors were taught 
that ^' life is more than meat, and the body 
than raiment ;" that " life consisteth not in 
abundance of possessions." Thus the stay 
of the family and the guide bf its youth was 
withdrawn. 

Did they learn wisdom from this stroke, 
and immediately return ? No. They still 
remain ; and, as if to bind them to their 
adopted countiy, the young meti allow their 
affections to go out toward the daughters 
of that land, all idolaters though they were. 
" They took them wives of the women of 
Moab, the name of the one was Orpah, and 
the name bf the other Ruth." Thus they 
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broke the command of God, so expressly 
and repeatedly enjoined, with respect to 
their intercourse with idolaters. "Thou 
shalt not make marriages with them ; thy 
daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, 
nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy 
son," Deut. vii. 3. They forgot how much 
alliance of this kind with Moab had cost 
their fathers, and the natural tendency of 
such a union to efface the salutary impres- 
sions of their earlier youth. Perhaps they 
wished it, and thought that in domestic 
bliss they should forget their country and 
all its religious associations. 

That bliss was short ! " Mahlon and 
Chilion died also, both of them, and the 
woman was left of her two sons and her 
husband."' Thus, before they had any chil- 
dren to inherit their property in the land 
of Israel, they died. Their family was now 
extinct. Their widowed mother, now in 
years, was left alone in a land of strangers, 
where the Jewish name was hated and 
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scorned. In the language of another widow, 
her " coal was quenched in Israel." How 
manifest " the hand of the Lord" in all this, 
as she herself afterwards acknowledged ! 
Men may flee from fiis face, — they may 
leave His worship and service, — they may 
forsake His people, and try to forget His 
word, but " God is not mocked" — cannot 
be deceived. He can and will follow them 
by messengers of judgment, whose message 
shall be understood. He will shew that 
he is everywhere to correct and punish, and 
if men Jl not learn his will from his writ- 
ten word, they shall be taught it from his 
afflictive proTidence. 



II. 



THE DECISION. 



" Naomi had heard in the country of 
Moab, how that the Lord had visited his 
people in giving them bread." It was one 
of the terms of the Lord's covenant with 
Israel, that if they forsook him, he would 
prove his authority, and correct their wan- 
derings by temporal inflictions. Long and 
severe was the famine by which Israel was 
now taught the judgments of the Lord. 
But " He will not always chide, neither will 
he keep his anger for ever." " He remem- 
bered their affliction, and heard their cry." 
He " visited his people," as if he had long 
been absent, and, returning, had brought a 
blessing with him,— "giving them bread." 
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Tidings of returning plenty were soon con- 
veyed to the land of Moab, and fell on the 
ears of a desolate exile there. They re- 
minded her that as famine had been the 
plea for leaving the inheritance of the Lord, 
that plea was now withdrawn, and there 
was nothing now to stay her return. Little 
there was, indeed, to induce her to return 
now, at least of the same kind that had 
drawn her forth. Poorer than ever, and 
with no hope of bettering her condition, — 
no means of redeeming the family property, 
and, being a widow without posterity, hav- 
ing no claim to it at the year of release. 
In leaving Moab, she left behind all that 
was dear to her. The bones of her husband 
and children lay there ; and there were her 
two daughters-in-law, who really loved her, 
and might be a comfort in her declining 
years. Yet " she arose that she might re- 
turn from the land of Moab.'' And the land 
of Judah was the promised land. Naomi 
still worshipped the Lord ; and though in 
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the days of her prosperity she had slighted 
the means of grace, and preferred compe- 
tence in a land of idols, to penury in the 
Lord's inheritance, yet now she remembered 
in adversity that " a Father to the father- 
less, and a Judge to the widow, was God 
in his holy habitation;'* that there He pro- 
mised to " set the solitary in families/' She 
sets out in return to the land in whose 
tabernacles " God is known for a refuge." 
And to accompany her a little on her 
way, came forth the two widows of her de- 
parted sons. She loved them, and they 
loved her, and there seems to have been 
good cause for this mutual affection. They 
reach the border of the land, and now must 
part Here another struggle arose in 
Naomi's mind. How will she break the 
last link that bound her to those now sleep- 
ing in death in the field of Moab ? Many 
instances of female heroism stand on re- 
cord, but few can shew so perfect an ex- 
ample as Naomi affords of the union of the 
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tender and the true, with the calm forti- 
tude of disinterested love and deep feeling. 
She first breaks silence, " Go, return each 
to her mother's house ; the Lord deal kindly 
with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, 
and with me : The Lord grant you that ye 
may find rest, each of you, in the house of 
her husband. Then she kissed them, and 
they lifted up their voice and wept." There 
is no foolish sentimentalism here. It is 
simply her dismissal of her daughters-in- 
law to their first home, to be as they had 
been before she knew them. To have a cor- 
rect idea of their mutual position, the un- 
changeable custom of the East should be 
understood. The mother was ever mistress 
of her son's household, even after his death. 
Their wives were her daughters as much as 
her own, and remained such, even when 
they became widows, and were not allowed 
to marry out of the family without her con- 
sent They were wholly at her disposal. 
According to custom, ever stronger in the 

c 
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East than law, Naomi might still claim 
Ruth and Orpah as her household, and they 
must follow. But now leaving Moab, she 
kindly releases them from this obligation ; 
she will not bind them to share her suffer- 
ings and privations longer. " Return, each 
to her mother's house." In the East, the 
female apartments, called " the house of 
the women,'" stood apart from the men's ; 
and with the mother resided the daughters 
till married. Better they should find a re- 
fuge there than wander with her. More 
likely would they be to meet with husbands 
in their own land, than where the stranger 
was shunned and deemed an outcast. 

How beautiful the parting blessing ! "The 
Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt 
with the dead, and with me" How deli- 
cately she acknowledges their dutiful con- 
duct to the dead, their husbands,-— ^o her, 
their mother! She oannot name them, 
but well is the term understood. There is 
nothing selfish or inconsiderate in Naomi's 
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sorrow. Though she, a widow, advanced 
in years, in losing her sons had lost her 
capacity for domestic enjoyment, these 
young women had not ; therefore, not for 
her sake, or with false regard for the me- 
mory of the departed, will she condemn 
these to perpetual widowhood, as if it were 
impossible they should be happy again. 
" The Lord grant you that you may find 
rest, each of you in the house of her hus- 
band.'' Their beauty and virtue would 
soon, with the Lord's blessing, procure 
them this, and far be it from this pious 
mother-in-law to put the slightest restraint 
upon them ; rather, as they had done their 
duty so well to the dead, who can never 
partake of their kind assiduities again, let 
the same conjugal virtues have scope once 
more, and let their kindness to the dead 
be recompensed with the Lord's blessing 
on their " rest" with the living. 

But ere they for ever part, ** she kissed 
them,"-time out of mind the parting token 
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of affection. And did they part ? Many a 
rich vein of love lies deep in the human 
heart, of which it is hardly conscious till 
the hour of separation lays it open to view. 
Then, as in the case of these two amiable 
young women, it burst forth in loud lamen- 
tation and tears ; " they lifted up their 
voice and wept." They could not so easily 
be parted. They made up their minds to 
accompany her ; " Surely we will return 
with thee unto thy people." Tender and 
persuasive was the reply of Naomi, " Turn 
again, my daughters ; why will ye go with 
me ; are there yet any more sons in my 
womb, that they may be your husbands ? 
Turn again, my daughters, go your way, 
for I am too old to have an husband. . . . 
Nay, my daughters, for it grieveth me much 
for your sakes that the hand of the Lord is 
gone out against me." The argument may 
seem strange to our ideas of propriety, but 
must be judged by the usages with which 
society was then familiar. From very 



THE DECISION. 29 

ancient times, through the whole East (see 
Gen. xxxviii. 11), it was the duty of a bro- 
ther to marry the widow of his brother 
who had died tfithoUt children, and the 
offspring of this marriage was considered 
that of the deceased, and entitled to his 
property and name. This custoth was re- 
cognised and made a law in Israel (Deut. 
XXV.). The reason there assigned for this 
arrangement isj that " the name*' of the 
deceased " be not put out of IsristeL" It 
operated also as a protection and provision 
for the defenceless widow. Now, if a hope 
from such a quarter lingered in the minds 
of her daughters-in-law, Naomi now cuts 
it off, by showing its absurdity ; thus at 
same time evincing the fulness of her sin- 
cerity in relieving them from relative obli- 
gations, and giving them the fullest liberty 
to marry again, should Providence afford 
the opportunity. 

Now commences a struggle in the mind 

of these young persons ; nor was it of long 
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duration. Their attachment is equally sin- 
cere, but that of one is yictorious over 
every other feeling. " They lift up their 
voice and weep again." Orpah returns the 
parting kiss, and takes leave for ever. She 
loves, but cannot love at the expense of 
all her earthly hopes ; so she returns to her 
people, and to her gods. Ruth cleaves to 
Naomi ; her struggle is over too, her de- 
cision soon made, and she will not part. 
Once more her resolution is tried, and the 
trial comes from a quarter which gives it 
added power, but in vain. " Behold," said 
Naomi, " thy sister-in-law is gone back 
unto her people, and unto her gods ; return 
thou after thy sister-in-law." In vain, — 
her heart was fixed, the die was cast, and 
her determination sealed with a solemn 
oath. 

But what shall we say of Naomi, in thus 
dissuading these daughters of Moab from 
following her, from the land of darkness 
to the region of spiritual light ? Why so 
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urgent for their return to where Moloch 
and Cheraosh were worshipped .with cruel 
rites and impure services ? Why repress 
the desire to follow to that place, where 
even the stranger may come and pray to- 
wards God's house, and be heard from 
heaven His dwelling-place? At least it 
can be said for her, that she had no selfish 
views in thus acting. On the contrary, 
while they might be a support to her, as 
one indeed became, she had nothing to give 
them there. She knew " the heart of a 
stranger," and knev too, that, from its pe- 
culiar institutions, they would know this 
more in Israel than she in Moab. We ought 
also to remember that the ideas of a Jew 
on the dissemination of truth differ from a 
Christian's. From the nature of their ecor 
nomy, dim and indistinct were their pros- 
pects of its extension. It was a standing 
witness for the unity and spirituality of 
God among the nations ; but to proselyte 
to itself was not its design. The stranger 



32 THE DECISION. 

who voluntarily came was welcome, but 
not invited. The simple preservation of 
truth was its aim. But even if Naomi 
thought of her daughters becoming wor- 
shippers of the true God, she knew it must 
be entirely voluntary, while much had to 
be resigned. In seeming, therefore, to dis- 
courage advances, she was only trying the 
strength of their resolution. So He, whose 
whole life was spent in seeking and saving 
the lost,, was wont to try the professions of 
his followers " If any one come after me, 
and hate not his father and mother, and 
wife and children, yea, and his own life 
also, he cannot be my disciple?' Words 
like these, as storms, may tear up the sickly 
resolutions of the half-hearted professor, 
but cause the purposes of the sincere to 
strike deeper in the heart's soil. 

So it was with Ruth. Her resolution 
rose with the opposition offered to it ; no- 
bly was it formed, and beautifully was it 
expressed. " Entreat me not to leave thee. 
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to return from following after thee : for 
whither thou goest, I will go ; and where 
thou lodgest, I will lodge : thy people shall 
be my people, and thy God my God. Where 
thou diest will I die, and there will I be 
buried : the Lord do so to me, and more 
also, if aught but death part thee and me/' 
All she knew of the true God was learnt 
from Naomi, so we need not wonder that 
love to her was bound up with faith in 
Him, and that her piety assumed the form 
of personal attachment to her who induced 
it. The life and lips of Naomi were all the 
Bible she ever knew, but these had been 
enough ; to part with one was to part with 
both. As to cleave to Paul was, at Athens, 
to cleave to Christ (Acts xvii. 34), so to 
follow Naomi now, was to follow the Lord. 
A lovely feature of Ruth's decision was 
its promptness. She did not entreat Naomi 
to stay till she had buried her parents, or 
even bid adieu to those of her house. She 
did not " confer with flesh and blood." 
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" Hinder me not/' was her prayer to those 
who would interpose any obstacle. She 
had already in heart resigned all she valued 
once, and from that hour she would not 
leave. 

Another feature of it was its implicit- 
ness. There is much in that word " whither- 
soever." She had heard all that Naomi had 
to say on the sacrifice and danger she in- 
curred ; she had felt as others, the power 
of country and home over the mind ; she 
had counted the cost ; but she heard a 
voice calling her to another land ; she saw 
a hand that beckoned to other scenes ; and 
though these were all unknown, yet she 
felt the sign, she followed the call. It 
mattered not where Naomi might roam or 
rest, where she might live or die ; there 
would she be. How entire the surrender! 
how confiding the trust of this young dis- 
ciple ! Neither things seen nor unseen 
scared her from her journey. 

Her decision was 2b final one. " God do 
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SO to me, and more also, if aught but death 
part thee and me." True, she knew not 
the deceitfulness of the heart, the fickle- 
ness of the human mind, yet it was sin- 
cerely said. In full purpose, she left a land 
of idols, to return no more. Nay, even 
after death, she would have her bones laid 
by Naomi's, — " there will I be buried/' 
Such were her views of the God of Israel 
now, of his people, and of his promises, 
and such her faith in them, that she can 
leave for ever all that she valued once, in 
order to share them. 

From day to day the young and the in- 
considerate are called on to come to a deci- 
sion, the same in siibsiauce, with far less to 
forego, and much more to obtain. " If any 
one will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me. For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it ; 
and whosoever will lose his life for my 
sake shall find it. For what is a man pro- 
fited if he gain the whole world, and lose 
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his own soul ; and what shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul V In considering 
this call, may my readers come to a deci- 
sion upon it with the same prompitude, 
implicitness, and preseverance, as this 
daughter of Moab. 



III. 



THE RETURN. 



The land of Canaan which God gave as 
the lot of His people's inheritance, was a 
land of hills and valleys which drank water 
of the rain of heaven. Judea, or the 
southern portion of the country, was parti- 
cularly so. It consisted of a series of val- 
leys lying between parallel ridges of hills, 

the sloping sides of which were often culti- 
vated to the summit. One of these valleys, 
stretching east and west, was the fertile 
district of Ephratah, in which there were 
many vallages. Its chief town, though a 
small place, was Bethlehem. It lay on a 
rising ground on the south side of the valley, 
and was nearly six miles S.S.W. of Jerusalem, 
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which lay on the north side of the next of 
these parallel valleys, called the Valley of 
Rephaim. Bethlehem was but little among 
the thousands of Judah, but many hal- 
lowed recollections haunt the spot, from 
the day that Rachael died there in giving 
birth to Benjamin (Gen. xxxv. 19), to the 
day that Jesus was born in the same place 
(Matt. ii.). There Jacob mourned over the 
lifeless form of his best beloved, and 
thought that the Lord had begun to deal 
bitterly with him. There he rearjcd a 
pillar over her remains, and the passing 
pilgrim is still pointed to Rachael's sepul- 
chre to this day (Gen. xxxv. 20). It was 
David's birth-place and earliest home. The 
fields around it had often echoed to his 
harp, while he fed his father's sheep there, 
and sang of the " Shepherd of Israel who 
led Joseph as a flock," (1 Sam. xvi.) It 
was the water of its wells he longed to 
drink when they were in the hands of the 
enemy, and thought no water so sweet as 



THE RETURN. 39 

theirs, (1 Sam. xxiii. 15.) It was in its 
woody fields he discovered the Lord's choice 
of Zion for his abode (Psa. cxxxii. 6). In 
the same field, and to shepherds too, was 
revealed the gladdest news, and was sung 
the sweetest song that ever saluted mortal 
ears ; for there arose the " light that was to 
lighten the heathen and be the glory of 
Israel" (Luke ii). 

Bethlehem and its fields were the scene 
of our story too. The time was the begin- 
ning of barley harvest. The seasons fol- 
low not there as they do with us ; harvest 
follows the spring, and precedes the summer. 
Barley is reaped in the end of March or 
beginning of April, and its ingathering is 
quite over before the wheat harvest begins 
(See Exod. ix. 31, 32). There, as in every 
land where civil freedom is enjoyed, harvest 
is a time of gladness ; hence, " the joy of 
harvest" became proverbial (Isa. ix. 3), the 
toil, though great, being relieved by a sense 
of plenty. This joy, we may be sure, was 
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greater than usual at the close of a long 
and severe famine. 

The joy of the Bethlemite reapers, and 
the well-known valley covered over with 
corn, suggesting the most exhilaratingideas, 
formed a strong contrast to the state of 
the returning exile's mind. There was 
every thing to remind her of past delights 
now fled. These fields were once crowned 
with abundance for her, and the "joy of 
harvest" once filled her heart. But those 
who had formed her joy and pride were 
sleeping in distant graves. The desire of 
her eyes and the delights of her heart had 
been removed from her side since last she 
saw these fields ; and every venerable form 
would remind her of Elimelech ; and every 
young and mirthful reaper would bring 
Mahlon and Chilion before her eyes. Many 
a weary foot and aching heart she suffered 
before she reached Ephratah, and now 
when the well-known scene burst on her 
eye, we may fancy how it opened up the 
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sluices of grief in her soul, and perhaps, of 
deep regret that ever she had left it. 

But in this secluded valley the arrival 
of such a pair of wanderers naturally ex- 
cited attention. " All the city was moved 
about them.'' There was much to draw 
sympathy even before they were known, 
much more when it was whispered. Is 
this Naomi ? Could it be ? And who is 
this stranger on whom she leans for sup- 
port ? There was so much of likeness in 
the elder as to suggest the idea of Naomi, 
but so much of change as to stagger belief 
in her identity. Ten years under any cir- 
cumstances produce change ; but where 
these have brought repeated afflictions of 
every kind, they deal more rudely with the 
countenance and form,- and stamp them 
with indications of premature decay. Well 
might theBethlehemites ^ay. Is this Naomi ? 

If the sight of her native country, the 
fields of her early possession, the place 
where her home first stood, and her chil- 
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dren were born and grew up, affected her 
deeply, this salutation would go still deeper 
to her heart. It may be she had not heard 
her own name repeated thus familiarly 
since it fell from her dying husband's lips. 
And the meaning it bore, contrasted with 
her desolate state. " Call me not Naomi, 
call me Mara, for the Almighty hath dealt 
very bitterly with me.'' We who use names 
which have no meaning in our language 
except as terms of distinction, can hardly 
feel the force of this answer, which is in- 
tended to express as strongly as words can, 
the sense she entertained of her altered 
state. Naomi in Hebrew is a term of en- 
dearment equivalent to My Sweet. Mara 
means Bitterness, or perhaps, the Embit- 
tered. It was then as if she had said, I once 
was Naomi, when I was pleasant and sweet 
to one, and all things were pleasant and 
sweet to me. Now I am Mara, for my 
days are embittered with grief, and my 
mind soured by disappointment and loss. 
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No more let me hear that name which only 
reminds me of joys that are departed and 
a glory that is gone. " I went out full, 
arid the Lord hath brought me home again 
empty ; why then call ye me Naomi, seeing 
the Lord hath testified against me, and the 
Almighty hath afflicted me T 

Though there is much that is blame- 
worthy in this language of the mourner, 
it is such as only a believing mourner could 
utter. There is that which shews she had 
not yet risen from under the blow, but 
there is also that which shews she had the 
principles by which she might rise. Ob- 
serve from her expression two things. 
That she knew and acknowledged that it 
was the Lord who had brought these afflic- 
tions upon her. Peculiar is her reiteration 
of this, "the Almighty hath dealt bitterly 
with me," — " the Lord brought me home 
empty," — " the Lord hath testified against 
me," — "the Almighty hath afflicted me." 
She could trace His hand in all her sor- 
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rows ; there was a peculiarity and severity 
in them that would not allow them to be 
classed with ordinary occurrences. Per- 
haps her husband and sons had died of 
ordinary diseases ; there is nothing strange 
in death — it is the common lot ; there was 
many a widow and childless woman in 
Israel, yet this was not less the Lord's do- 
ing. Much is gained when this is acknow- 
ledged. How touching the expressions 
themselves ! " The Almighty/' that is 
" the All-sufficient'' (see Gen. xvii.), who 
cannot be enriched by what he has taken 
from me ; who cannot be impoverished by 
restoring all of which He has bereft me. 
" He hath dealt bitterly with me," that is, 
" embittered me," hath soured my few en- 
joyments left, or given me a strange dis- 
relish for them. He " hath brought me 
back empty," stripped of all I gloried in, 
widowed and bereaved ; and He has done 
it ; called away first my husband, then my 
eldest, and then my only son. Call me no 
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more by a name which was addressed to 
the wife and the mother alone, but cannot 
apply to the widow and childless. " The 
Almighty hath afflicted me." 

She owns too that the Lord had a con- 
troversy with her; He "hath testified against 
me/' a phrase which is never used but 
when affliction is conceived of as correc- 
tion for sin (compare Isa. lix. 12 ; Jer. xiv. 
7). She saw in each successive trial a 
witness against her for the idols she che- 
rished in her heart ; she saw that not with 
those who now slept in the dust of the 
earth all unconscious of loss and past their 
probation, was this controversy, but with 
her who yet survived to recognise the hand 
that smote her, and the sin for which she 
was smitten. With these acknowledg- 
ments on her lips, is there not hope that 
Naomi may yet sing of mercy as well as of 
judgment ? 



IV. 



THE HARVEST FIELD. 

It was because she '^ had heard that the 
Lord had visited His people in giving them 
bread'' that Naomi returned to Bethlehem 
Judah. He who had shut up the heaven 
that there be no rain, had opened it again 
at the cry of His people, had enriched the 
soil and given "the appointed weeks of 
harvest/' so that as she entered her native 
valley of Ephratah, the more than golden 
treasures of the field were waving around 
her. But alas ! these fields wave not for 
her ; she has no portion in them ; she has 
waxed poor when others are in plenty ; 
she went out full, but is brought back 
empty. She had once been in affluence, 
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but that very circumstance renders it more 
difficult either to bear the ills of poverty or 
to remove them. Perhaps she concealed 
her destitution, else why do we not hear of 
relief afforded her by those who sympathized 
with her in her bereavement ? But some- 
thing must be done, for the calls of want 
are imperative. Ruth sees that some are 
permitted to glean the straggling ears of 
corn in the harvest-fields, and thus obtain 
a scanty supply for present need. Humi- 
liating, indeed, is the occupation, and un- 
wonted the toil to one brought up amidst 
plenty, but bending her mind to her con- 
dition, she proposes to glean wherever she 
found leave to do so. Yet still, as a daughter, 
she honours her mother, by asking her per- 
mission. " Let me now go to the field, and 
glean ears of corn after him in whose sight 
I shall find grace. And she said unto her, 
Go, my daughter.'* She sets forth ; but 
where, among so many reaper bands, will 
the stranger ask leave to glean ? She knows 
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no one. All are alike to her ; but " her 
hap was to light on a part of the field be- 
longing unto Boaz, who was of the kindred 
of Elimelech.'' It was altogether accidental 
that she lighted on that field ; that is, it 
was undesigned on her part, who knew not 
that there was such a one as Boaz, the 
wealthy and the good, much less that he 
bore any relation to her late husband. 
Naomi had not sent her thither ; but well 
might Naomi now begin to say, Ood's pro- 
vidence is mine inheritance. Every step of 
the interesting gleaner is directed by a gra- 
cious hand. Many a field, it may be, she 
passed, and knew not why. Through some 
she went as promising as this, but in them 
she may not stay. With modesty she asks 
him who seemed to be the master, but proves 
to be only the steward, " I pray you let me 
glean and gather after the reapers among 
the sheaves.'' Why did he not repulse her 
as a stranger from the gate? for he knew 
who she was ; or, if his heart was touched 
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with pity for her misfortunes, why did he 
not plead that he was only a servant, and 
bid her seek where a master could give 
leave ? No. God had ordered all ; and 
while men saw nothing but the casual 
meeting in a harvest field of its owner and 
B poor stranger gleaning, Grod designed it 
as one of those lesser wheels in the ma- 
chinery of his administration on which 
some of its greater revolutions depend. 

Ther^, then, we find Ruth, npt ashamed 
of her poverty, yet unwilling to eat the 
bread of idleness, as a prudent and virtuous 
and diligent woman, pursuing her very 
humble vocation, picking ^n ear of barley 
here and there frpm morn till mid-day. 
How long, ere th^t slow accumulation 
amount to what daily need calls for ! 
Touching are the exhortations to Jewish 
proprietors on this subject by their great 
Lawgiver ! " When ye reap the harvest of 
your land, thou shalt not make clean rid- 
dance of the corners of thy field when thou 
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reapest, neither shalt thou gather any glean- 
ing of thy harvest ; thou shalt leave them 
unto the poor and the stranger ; I am the 
Lord your God/' (Lev. xxiii. 22 ; see also 
Deut xxiv. 19-22). The history illustrates 
the precept ; it is too often forgotten that 
a duty enjoined on one side constitutes no 
claim on the other ; and again, the absence 
of claim on one side does not absolve from 
duty on the other. Duty must ever be vo- 
luntarily discharged, and the breach of it 
is cognizable by God, but by him alone. 
Ruth had no claim to the gleanings of 
Boaz's field ; but not on that account was 
Boaz absolved from the duty of opening it 
to the gleaning of the stranger and the 
widow. Even the Law of Requirement, in 
its spirit and tendencies, was a Law of Love. 
But who is he into whose fields Ruth was 
thus providentially brought ? Boaz was a 
wealthy proprietor in Ephratah, according 
to the old Jewish ideas of wealth. Salmon, 
ihe son of Nahshon, the prince of the tribe 
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of Judah in the wilderness, had married 
Rahab of Jericho ; from him Boaz and Eli- 
melech were lineally descended; hence they 
were of the same family. The division of 
the Jewish nation was into tribes, families, 
and households ; hence one might be of the 
same family with another, yet a compara- 
tively distant relative. It is evident from 
the whole story, that Boaz was a pious, 
kind, and venerable man, who had been 
" hid in the day of famine," and was now 
crowned with plenty. 

Beautiful is the scene which now opens 
before us of a pious Jew and his servants 
in olden time. These latter were not hired 
men, but, dwelling " within his gates," con- 
stituted his household. Some, usually in 
a kind of bondage, others served for a term 
of years, according to the Mosaic law of ser- 
vice. The whole household lived together, 
fared together, and worshipped together. 
Going out into the fields to see how the 
work proceeds, and the workmen fare, Boaz 
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salutes his reapers with, The Lord be with 
you ; which they return with, The Lord 
bless thee. Would it have been recorded, 
had these been words of course ? Is not 
mutual regard of master and servant here 
sanctified by the fear of the Lord ? Who 
thus address each other are likely to dis- 
charge all relative duties well, — ^the master 
to shew real kindness, the servant fidelity 
and respect 

From the reapers he turns round to ob- 
serve the gleaners ; these, perhaps, as in 
every age, were mostly the children of his 
own neighbours, or well-known poor peo- 
ple ; but one he notices as " a stranger 
there.'' There was something in her man- 
ner different from and superior to that of 
others. " Whose damsel is this V He had 
not seen her before — an evidence of Ruth's 
modesty and retiring habits. The steward 
knew well his master's disposition ; not 
afraid of the liberty he had given, he an- 
swers the question in a way suited to show 
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her poverty and industry. " It is the 
Moabitish damsel that came back with 
Naomi out of the country of Moab ; and 
she said, I pray you let me glean and gather 
after the reapers among the sheaves ; so 
she came, and hath continued from the 
morning until now, that she tarried a little 
in the house \' that is, the shed or booth 
under which the reapers took their mid- 
day rest. We may imagine the surprise of 
Boaz to find her here. He had heard, in 
part, her story, but not that she was so re- 
duced. He feels his pity drawn out for one 
so young, so dutiful, so pious, yet so unfor- 
tunate, and longs for the " luxury of doing 
good." The delicacy, tenderness, and kind- 
ness with which he addresses the stranger, 
and the care he takes not to hurt, but rather 
soothe her feelings, might well affect her 
heart. " Hearest thou not, my daughter V 
a term of kindness to inspire confidence, 
(see Matt. ix. 22). " Go not to glean in 
another field, neither go from hence, but 
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abide here fast bj my maidens ; let thine 
ejes be on the field that they do reap, and 
go thou after them ; have I not charged 
the young men, that they shall not touch 
thee ? and when thou art athirst, go unto 
the vessels, and drink of that which the 
young men have drawn/' Thus, without 
hinting yet at his knowledge of her con- 
nection, but as if in simple kindness, he bids 
her welcome to his fields as if she were one 
of his own ; he charges his reapers to treat 
her respectfully^ and guard her from the 
rudeness of others ; and when weary and 
faint with unaccustomed toil, he bids her 
freely share the refreshments provided for 
his servants. Ignorant of who or what he 
was to her, she is overcome by his kindness 
and regard ; liberty to glean was ail she 
wanted or expected, but this affects her ; 
'* she fell on her face, and bowed herself to 
the ground," betraying by her manner and 
address, that gleaning was not her occupa- 
tion. " Why," said she, " have I found 
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grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest 
take knowledge of me, seeing I am a 
stranger ?" Yes, " a stranger ;" this had 
greater emphasis in Judea than anywhere 
else, where dwelt a secluded, separated, and 
exclusive people, with privileges all their 
own, from which the stranger was jealously 
kept apart. To repress the constant ten- 
dency of the Jewish institutions upon a 
selfish heart, the law enjoined them to be 
kind to strangers. With superior grace, 
she acknowledges his kindness as a thing 
unlooked for and unmerited by her. Her 
humility and the touching allusion to her 
condition, raises her still higher in his 
esteem ; he must tell her he knows her 
story, though he never saw her before. 
Few addresses are more deeply affecting 
yet inspiring than this of Boaz ; it discloses 
the feelings of a man of benevolence and 
piety, who could see where consolation was 
needed and deserved, and knew how to ad- 
minister it. '' It hath fully been shewed 
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me all that thou hast done unto thy mother- 
in-law, since the death of thine husband ; 
and how thou hast left thy father and thy 
mother, and the land of thy nativity, and 
art come unto a people which thou knewest 
not heretofore. The Lord recompense thy 
work, and a full reward be given thee of 
the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings 
thou art come to trust ^' Though a stranger, 
she was not unknown, — ^her piety to her 
widowed mother, herself a widow, and her 
choosing to remain so for her sake, and 
share her desolate fortune, — ^her determi- 
nation and sacrifices were all known. That 
finding in Naomi a better mother than in 
her who bare her, she had left all to sojourn 
among a people hitherto unknown ; pity it 
was that such piety should be a stranger 
here. The Lord, whose worship she had 
chosen, and whose people she had adopted, 
would recompense her work, and the pro- 
tecting wings of Him who overshadows the 
mercy-seat, would be her sure defence and 
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full reward. This was just the encourage- 
ment that was needed by Ruth. Well might 
she say, " Let me find favour in thy sight, 
my lord : for that thou hast comforted me, 
and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto 
thine handmaid, though I be not like unto 
one of thine handmaidens." He had indeed 
9poke to her heart, as the literal rendering 
of the phrase speaMng friendly is ; he had 
strengthenedher resolution, and encouraged 
her to persevere, though she felt herself to 
be less than any of his female servants, for 
they were daughters of Abraham — she but 
a Moabitess. But his kindness has not yet 
ceased. He bids her come at meal-time ; 
and, though not labotiring ibr him, partake 
freely of the food provided for his reapers, 
and even dip her morsel in the weak wine 
or prest grape juice used to refresh them in 
their warm work. She cheerfully complied; 
sat down with the reapers, and shewed that 
her humility was not an empty profession, 
but that she could stoop practically to that 
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condition to which Providence had reduced 
her. There she was supplied with parched 
corn, which seems to have been a superior 
kind of food, with the charge to take home 
to her mother-in-law what she did not her- 
self require. Refreshed, she rises to pursue 
her humble toil, which she continues till 
evening. Meanwhile Boaz secretly enjoins 
the reapers to allow her to glean, not only 
where the field was cleared, but among the 
sheaves, and now and then to drop a hand- 
ful of ears when she was near, and leave 
them for her to glean without finding fault. 
The result of this kindness at the close of 
the day was apparent ; when beating out 
her gleanings ere she left the field, she found 
she had nearly half a bushel of barley to 
carry home. Though fatigued with her 
labour and her load, there is no doubt she 
returned with greater pleasure to their 
humble abode than she had felt since she 
left her native country. Then informing 
her mother-in-law of her success, and shew- 
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ing her the proofs of it, she did not conceal 
that, under God, she owed it in great mea- 
sure to the kindness of Boaz, in whose fields 
she had gleaned. This awakens the devout 
gratitude of Naomi, who at once perceived 
that she was not forgotten, nor had her 
husband's name lost its influence over the 
hearts of those to whom he had been re- 
lated. " Blessed of the Lord,"" said she, 
" be he who hath not left off his kindness 
to the living and to the dead."" Then tell- 
ing her daughter-in-law that he was one of 
their nearest kinsmen, she bid her accept 
his invitation, to keep fast by his reapers 
till the end of the harvest, and not be found 
in other fields. She did so, and proved 
that " the gleaning of the righteous is bet- 
ter than the harvest of the wicked." 



V. 



THE DEFENCELESS SEEKING PROTECTION. 

As day by day, through the appointed 
weeks of harvest, Ruth pursued her humble 
caUing, and left her mother-in-law to pass 
the solitary hours alone, how often would 
Naomi long for the return of that disinte- 
rested daughter, who had left her country, 
and with it, her hopes of " rest,"' on her 
account, and who was now picking up a 
scanty and precarious living for both. It 
is as natural for the aged to look back on 
the past, as for the young to look forward 
to the future; and perhaps during those 
days when Ruth, whose conversation had 
been wont to cheer her heaviest hours, was 
at a distance in the path of duty, Naomi 
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might brood with heart-sickness over the 
departed joys of the past. The Lord had 
dealt bitterly with her, and the bitterness 
of her cup was tempered only by the pre- 
sence and love of one who could not be 
always with her. Ruth, too, might have 
her recollections and her thoughts of the 
future, though these seem to have been 
bounded by the life of her mother-in-law, 
with whom, when she slept in death, she 
sought to sleep ; but Naomi's sorrow was 
not so selfish as that of most, which usually 
broods over its own misfortunes, and turns 
every thought inward upon itself She had 
said " Nay, my daughters, it grieveth me 
much for your sakes, that the hand of the 
Lord hath gone out against me ;" and now 
that Ruth hath exercised both ingenuity 
and industry in devising and carrying out 
a plan for their support, she will, it is all 
she can, devise a scheme for promoting the 
honour and happiness of her daughter-in- 
law. " My daughter, shall I not seek rest 
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for thee, that it may be well with thee ?" 
It was but just ; she was bound by nature 
and gratitude to do so ; and should it be 
at the cost of dividing with another the 
affection and duty of one so loved, yet in 
that one's happiness her own will be in- 
creased. The happiness she sought for was 
that of marriage to one who had shewn he 
could appreciate her filial piety, and would 
be likely to value her conjugal affection. 
But how was this to be brought about ? 

" Behold, Boaz," said she, " winnoweth 
barley to-night in the thrashing-floor ; wash 
thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put 
thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down 
to the floor, make not thyself known to 
the man until he shall have done eating 
and drinking; and it shall be when he lieth 
down, that thou shalt mark the place where 
he shall lie, and thou shalt go in and un- 
cover his feet and lay thee down, and he 
will tell thee what thou shalt do." There 
is much ingenuity here — much of that kind 
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for which females have been famous since 
the days of Rebekah ; but the piety and 
prudence of it lie open to question. We 
ought not, indeed, hastily to condemn the 
acts of those who lived so long ago, and so 
far away — whose manners differed so much 
from ours, and whose feelings were modified 
by these manners and usages. Were we 
unexpectedly to witness some of the cus- 
toms which nowprefvail in foreign countries, 
we should not only shrink from them as 
strange, but be apt to stigmatise them as 
immoral, though they involve no bresKsh 
of the moral law. Some customs,* sfrsbilge 
indeed to us, of the ancients, were not only 
uncensured, but adopted into the laws of 
Moses, and form part of them. At same 
time, no plea of custom can ever justify 
what is sinful in itself, or even in its ten- 
dency ; and however honourable the ends 
of Naomi were, she cannot be acquitted 
from the charge of adopting a policy which 
might have proved the occasion of sin, or 
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matter of scandal. Actions of good men 
are not necessarily good because they are 
recorded in Scripture without direct cen- 
sure ; no, not even when they are success- 
ful. 

Accustomed, from principle and affec- 
tion, to obey, Ruth followed the advice 
implicitly. The harvest is past, and the 
labours of the thrashing-floor begin. This 
was generally celebrated by a feast given 
by the owner to his labourers on the scene 
of their work. As Ruth kept fast by the 
maidens of Boaz through the harvest, she 
might have joined herself to them in her 
best attire on this occasion, without excit- 
ing unusual attention. It is not easy other- 
wise to conjecture how she managed to play 
her proper part without suspicion or dis- 
covery before the proper time. 

How picturesque the view this passage 
affords of the simple manners of these early 
times ! " When Boaz had eaten and drank, 
and his heart was merry, he went to lie 
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down at the end of the heap of corn/' " A 

mighty man of wealth/' working the whole 

day at winnowing grain and spending the 

night on the corn-floor with the shelter of 

a heap of barley ! Corn-floors in the East 

are elevated spots, levelled and covered, but 

open at all sides. They were always out of 

town where all resided; but in peaceful 

times, men might sleep in the Iv^artn weather 

that succeeded harvest-time, with the light 

roof of a corn-floor as their only shelter and 

defence. The corn having been trodden 

out and separated from the straw, was 

transferred to the floor, where the whole 

was tossed up intd the air with a shovel } 

sometimes, when the wind was low, a fan 

was used, to which alltision is tnade in Isa. 

XXX. 24 ; Matt, iii; 12. As this work could 

not be performed by one person, Boaz had 

perhaps dismissed his servants to the city^ 

or sent them to sleep in the surrounding 

sheds ; for when Ruth " came softly, and 

uncovered his feet, and laid her down," it 

F 2 
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is evident no one else was presei^t, which 
indeed would have frustrated Naomi's ob- 
ject. * To accomplish His own purposes, God 
often gives success to schemes which he 
does not approve. So here we see a young 
and unprotected female venturing where 
she ought not; whatever confidence she had 
in her own virtue, or in the piety of Boaz, 
she had no right to put either to so strong 
a trial. Her object, or at least Naomi's 
for her, was to secure the personal affections 
as well as the legal protection of her kins- 
man. She succeeded ; but success here 
ought not to tempt others to tread so near 
the verge of sin to accomplish any purpose, 
when high principle and piety point out 
another course. We are apt to form schemes, 
even for the glory of God, to which his 
word gives no countenance, and then plead 
success as our warrant. It is ours to follow 
the dictates of His word, and leave him to 
accomplish his will by what means he may. 
Well might the good man be astonished 
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and embarrassed to find a female in this 
situation, and hastily inquire, "Who art 
thou V The well directed answer at once 
explained all, — " I am Ruth, thine hand- 
maid ; spread therefore thy skirt over thy 
handmaid, for thou art a near kinsman/' 
She sought his protection according to the 
Mosaic Law, which could only be given by 
his marrying her, as the interview of Boaz 
with the kinsman nearer than he next day 
fully shews. To spread the skirt or the 
wing over one was to afford protection, a 
symbol of matrimonial guardianship, as the 
Jew to this day in the marriage ceremony 
throws the skirt of his talith over his bride, 
to signify that he has taken her under his 
protection, (see Ezek. xvL 8). Everything 
depended on the view Boaz took of the de- 
sign. The Lord disposed him to view it in 
the most favourable light. "Blessed be 
thou of the Lord, my daughter ; for thou 
hast shewed more kindness in the latter 
end, than at the beginning, inasmuch as 
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thou followedst not young men, whetber 
poor or rich. And now, my daughter, fear 
not ; I will do to thee all that thou re- 
quirest ; for all the city of my people doth 
know that thou art a virtuous woman. 
And now, it is true that I am thy near 
kinsman ; howbeit there is a kinsman 
nearer than I. Tarry this night, and it 
shall be in the morning, that if he will 
perform unto thee the part of a kinsman^ 
well ; let him do the kinsman's part ; but 
if he will not do the part of a kinsman to 
thee, then will I do the part of a kinsman 
to thee, as the Lord liveth ; lie down until 
the morning." The meaning of part of this 
is obscure ; but it is evident that whatever 
he thought of the way she took to effect it, 
he considered her object a pious one, to 
preserve the house and name of Elimelech, 
and his lot in Israel entire. He gives a 
noble testimony to her character, and the 
opinion entertained of her by those who 
had the best opportunity of observing her 
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conduct; and gives his solemn promise with 
the sanction of an oath, that failing a nearer 
relation undertaking the part to whom it 
belonged, he would do so. From this we 
perceive, that Boaz was under no obligation 
to take on himself the kinsman's office ; 
he was not the nearest kinsman, and even 
if so, he was not a brother ; and even if he 
had been, Ruth was a Moabitess, and could 
not claim such a right ; so that the whole 
policy of Naomi was to secure the good 
will of Boaz, by which alone her object 
could be effected. 

We can sympathise with the feelings of 
Boaz in the delicacy of his situation at 
the moment He could not send her out 
at midnight, yet he would not endanger his 
own character and hers, by its being 
"known that a woman came into the 
jBoor.'' The only way was for her to rest till 
morning, and then by daybreak "before 
one could know another" to leave the place. 
What requires secrecy like this betrays, at 
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least, imprudence. What is done by stealth 
and requires the darkness, is apt to induce 
deceit or falsehood. Never let us place 
ourselves in situations, where such means 
seem necessary for success. With charac- 
teristic generosity he will not send her 
away empty. Her veil or hyke, the upper 
garment still worn in the East, is spread 
out, and six measures of barley are poured 
into it, — perhaps as much as she could 
carry. With a light heart, and a heavy 
load, she found her way back to her 
mother-in-law's dwelling. 

We cannot suppose that Naomi slept 
sound, if at all that night. Honour waited 
on her scheme, if successful, and deep dis- 
grace was the only alternative. She would 
either be restored by it to comparative 
prosperity, or a bitterer draught than any 
she had yet drank would be the result. 
How eag6r her first inquiries we need not 
say, "What cheer, my daughter?" The 
tale was soon told. So far all was well, 
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yet still there was something in the issue 

doubtful. However she felt assured that 

her daughter's cause had fallen into good 

hands ; she rightly left it there, and quietly 
waited the event. 



VI. 



THE HAPPY ISSUE. 

How simple are the manners of society 
before it gets into an artificial state ! It 
is not for us to say whether for the better 
or the worse (Eccles. vii. 10). Each state 
has its advantages and corresponding draw- 
backs. But this simplicity of manners in 
the ancients accounts for many things 
which appear strange, if not wrong to us. 
The " gate'* has ever been the place of con- 
course, holiness and judgment in the East. 
There, controversies were decided and 
business transacted in the open air before 
all. The elders who sat there, were men 
whose age, experience, and practical wis- 
dom, pointed them out as fittest for the 
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civil government and judicial office in the 
city. They were its magistrates, by whom 
all controversies were decided. In fulfil- 
ment of his promise to Ruth, Boaz repaired 
to the gate of Bethlehem, and calls on its 
elders to be witnesses and judges of his 
course. It was not long ere the person 
passed to whom he had alluded before as 
the next of kin surviving to Elimelech, 
who possessed the first right of redemption, 
and on whom devolved the duty of acting 
the kinsman's part. It is evident that the 
relation was so distant, that though the 
right of redemption still remained, he could 
not be called on to make the claim and 
fulfil its duties under legal penalties ; still 
Boaz respected the priority of his right 
until it was waived. " Naomi, who is 
come again out of the country of Moab,'" 
said he, " selleth a parcel of land which 
was our brother Elimelech's ; and I thought 
to tell thee in thine ear, saying. Buy it be- 
fore the inhabitants, and before the elders 

a 
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of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, re- 
deem it ; but if thou wilt not redeem it, 
then tell me, that I may know ; for there 
is none to redeem it besides thee ; and I am 
after thee.'^ Naomi's sale was not exactly 
such in our sense of the word. Indeed 
she had nothing to sell, her husband hav- 
ing sold all before leaving the country for 
Moab ; but like all Jewish sales, the real 
property was alienated only till the year 
of release, or the jubilee, when it returned 
to the heirs-m^ale of the family. If there 
was no heir, it was retained by the purr 
chaser. Meantime the land might be re- 
deemed at a certain r^ate fixed by law, but 
only by the nearest kinsman to preserve it 
in the family, and with the design of rais- 
ing an heir to it Naomi's selling the 
land was simply calling on the goel or 
nearest of kin to redeem the land in her 
right from the purchaser, before the year 
of Jubilee, else it would be lost for ever. 
But the doing so, unless he were a brother. 
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was entirely voluntary in his part. It 
might, or it might not, be eligible for him 
to do it, but it was disreputable to refuse 
if he were able. Naomi's nearest of kin 
at once agreed to redeem the land, but 
when he found that the day he purchased 
the land he must "buy also Ruth the 
Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up 
the name of the dead upon his inheritance,^' 
he drew back and yielded his claim in 
favour of Boaz the next in degree. He 
saw that the land should not be his, nor 
merge into his inheritanae, but should be 
the property of Ruth's child or children, 
who should bear not his, but Mahlon's 
name in the estate and genealogy, the real 
father's name being sunk. " I cannot re- 
deem it," said he, " lest I mar my own in- 
heritance." How, does not appear ; per- 
haps he was married, and had a family 
already, while the purchase of Elimelech's 
estate would reduce his family's means 
without adding to their inheritance. From 
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this, it is likely, Boaz was free, and as he 
seemed inclined to take the office, the goel 
willingly transferred it to him in a lawful 
way ; that is, according to the custom of 
the time, in transferring a claim of this 
kind, the granter took off his shoe and 
gave it to the grantee in presence of wit- 
nesses, as a conveyance of the land which 
he possessed the right to tread on. The 
Jews at a subsequent period gave a glove, 
and, in modern times, give a handkerchief 
or veil on similar occasions. 

Simplicity and integrity characterise the 
declaration of Boaz before the elders of 
Bethlehem respecting his purpose and mo- 
tives in assuming the kinsman's office. 
" Ye are witnesses this day that I have 
bought all that was Elimelech's, and all 
that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the 
hand of Naomi. Moreover, Ruth the Moab- 
itess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased 
to be my wife, to raise up the name of the 
dead upon his inheritance, that the name 



THE HAPPY ISSUE. 77 

of the dead be not cut off from among his 
brethren, and from the gate of his place : 
ye are witnesses this day/' The elders 
assented, " We are witnesses." Beautiful 
is the blessing they pronounce on this 
union, shewing the high sense they enter- 
tained of the disinterested piety of Boaz in 
the whole transaction, who, while he added 
nothing to his patrimonial inheritance, 
purchased what was not to be reckoned to 
him or to his family; and, honouring a 
divine institution, shewed a preference to 
an exile, a foreigner and a Moabitess, who 
had become a convert to the worship of 
the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings 
she had come to trust. The allusion to 
Rachael and Leah and Tamar in the elders' 
blessing, was perhaps suggested by the idea 
that they were proselytes too. 

Boaz was faithful to his promise to Ruth, 
and to his declaration to the elders of his 
city. The property was, no doubt, re- 
stored by redemption, but as that was the 

g2 
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circumstance of least importance, it is not 
mentioned Ruth becomes the happy wife 
of the noble and generous Boaz, the pos- 
sessor of the fields where she was so lately 
a gleaner. Soon she becomes the glad 
mother of a son, the tabernacle of Elime- 
lech, which was broken down, is built up 
again, and Naomi lives to recal her com- 
plaint, and chide the unbelief that charged 
the Lord foolishly. Her feelings may be 
more easily conceived than expressed as 
she took the child and laid it in her bosom, 
while " the women her neighbours," sym- 
pathising with her joy, exclaim. There is a 
son born to Naomi ! She felt that he was 
hers. By custom, and by divine institu- 
tion, he was Elimelech's son. This was 
her goel or kinsman, through whom aU, 
once deemed lost, is now redeemed, and 
" Blessed be the Lord who had not left her 
without a kinsman that his name should 
be famous in Israel, who should be a re- 
storer of her life, and a nourisher of her 
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old age ; for her daughter-in-law, who loved 
her, and was better to her than seven sons, 
had born him." 

Behold the reward of consistent piety in 
domestic scenes ! When a stranger and 
poor, a widow and childless, and none left 
her on whom she had a legal claim for sup- 
port or protection, except her daughter-in- 
law ; she foregoes even this claim, and 
would cast herself wholly on that provi- 
dence which had dealt bitterly with her, 
but that same providence strangely binds 
that daughter of Moab to her, and she will 
not leave, " The Lord,"" said Naomi, " hath 
brought me back empty." she should 
not have said " empty," with such an at- 
tendant, so loving, and self-denied, and 
better to her than seven sons ! 

The obvious virtue of Ruth was filial 
piety, more strikingly exemplified as she 
was only a daughter by marriage. What 
could induce so strong an attachment ? 
Naomi's natural kindness goes far to ac- 
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count for it, as may be seen in Orpah's 
case, but not to this extent — " God do so 
to me and more also, if aught but death 
part thee and me/' Theirs was a relation 
of confessedly delicate duties and feelings. 
Where mother and daughter-in-law are left 
to adjust their mutual rights under the 
same roof, an equal balance is rarely main- 
tained ; but here it was, and with some- 
thing more than mere justice. Was it not 
then Naomi's piety, elevated and elevating, 
attractive and consistent, which, rising 
above every domestic jealousy, bound the 
heart of Ruth to hers, and made it a thing 
impossible to part ? That was a love that 
bound her through all ill, and brought her 
at length to a nobler trust. Personal at- 
tachment, natural affection, have often thus 
been sanctified, and the very remembrance 
of a father's or a mother's piety and love, 
has given its decided weight to warning 
and advice too long neglected. Ruth 
obeyed the voice of affection, and soon 
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heard another, deeper and kinder still. 
By faith she followed, and listened to its 
echo in Boaz's blessing, (chap. ii. 12). Now 
that blessing is receiving its fulfilment. 
The Lord recompenses her work, and even 
in this life she knows how blessed that 
people are whose God is Jehovah ; that 
there is none like the God of Jeshurun ; 
that, grafted on the stock of Judah, Jacob's 
blessing too is hers, and when the genera- 
tions of Jesus Christ the promised seed are 
written, the name of Ruth, though a female 
and a Moabitess, shall not be forgotten. 
Poor Orpah ! 



VII. 



THE KINSMAN. 



» 



»i 



Thbbb was a relation, a character recog- 
nised by the law of Moses, which bore the 
Hebrew nalme of Ooel and is variously ren- 
dered by oiir trstnslators, " Eini^iiian, 
" Avenger'' (of blood), and " Redeemer, 
words which, to our minds, convey no idea 
in common, but which are expressive 
enough of the duties involved in the rela- 
tion. That it bore a typical meaning, was 
evident to the Jews themselves from the 
frequency with which the Lord himselt 
took the title in relation to his people, as 
well as the triumphant exclamation of Job, 
" I know that my Redeemer liveth V thus 
applying the term to the future Deliverer 
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from death and the grave. Perhaps one 
design, if not the principal one, of the Holy 
Spirit in dictating this book, was to shew 
the working of this institution in reference 
to the office and work of Christ. It has 
been already shewn what were the kins- 
man's duties, to preserve the inheritance 
to the family, and the family to the inheri- 
tance. Elimelech sells his land, hopes to 
redeem it, or at least to recover it at the 
jubilee ; but he dies poor ; his children 
also die ; the hope of succession is lost ; 
nothing remains b^t deep poverty to the 
survivors, and a name soon to be cut off. 
Here Boaz, as the goel, or next of kin, in- 
terposes ; redeems the inheritance to the 
&mily, and builds up a family to the in- 
heritance, and both duties are so bound 
together, that one without the other can- 
not be discharged, (ch. iv. 5). Beautifully 
does this illustrate the office and work of 
Christ our Goel, the Avenger of our fall, 
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our Kinsman, the Redeemer of our lost 
inheritance. 

He redeemed the lost inheritance. Man, 
like this family, had sold his all, and left 
the land of promise, indulging the vain 
hope of restoration. He could not be re- 
conciled to privation for a while, so he went 
into a far country, and spent his all. He 
had intercourse with the natives of that 
country, and there suffered loss. Now 
destitute, he would fain be filled with the 
husks that the swine do eat, — would be 
too happy to glean the fields which once 
he owned. Crumbs now would suflSce, or 
a hired servant's place. The desolate wi- 
dow and orphan give but a faint idea of 
his condition, " an outcast," " having no 
hope and without God in the world.'^ All 
that is valuable to an immortal being is 
now gone. Heaven, and life, and divine 
favour to enjoy it. But Christ is his Goel, 
the " Redeemer of the purchased possession." 
It was sold to Justice, and must be bought 
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back ; it was forfeited to law, and must be 
lawfully regained. The full price was paid, 
" not with corruptible things as silver and 
gold, but with precious blood." Man never 
could have paid it, its redemption was too 
precious ; its ransom price too high, (Psa. 
xlix, 8). How long ere that poor gleaner buy 
back the land she gleans by the scanty ears 
she picks up ? Yet sooner will her indus- 
try and frugality thus redeem these broad 
acres, than man redeem his lost inheritance 
by his " works of righteousness." He is in- 
volved in a debt for which he has " nothing 
to pay." In temporal things nothing is 
impossible to perseverance, which may re- 
possess much that was lost ; but here man 
can never rise to solvency. In the struggle, 
so far from reducing the old claim, new 
debts are contracted faster than he can pay 
them ; how, then, should he accumulate 
ought to redeem the inheritance ? And if 
all hope from himself is vain, as much so 
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is any hope from the creature. Angels 
would only "mar their own inheritance" 
in the attempt. They stand by grace, and 
have no righteousness to spare. The wealth 
of all worlds, visible or invisible, cannot 
meet the demand. Hopeless was his case. 
But " blessed be Jehovah, who left him not 
without a Kinsman !" — a Redeemer, who 
not only paid the debt but restored the in- 
heritance. Now, ne " knows the grace of 
Him who, though he was rich yet for his 
sake became poor, that he through his po- 
verty might be rich.'' It impoverished our 
Kinsman to buy us back our lost estate. 
" He emptied himself,'' (Phil. ii. 7), resigned 
" the glory he had with the Father before 
the world was," and put the value of his 
divine nature upon the sacrifice of his hu- 
manity. From this let us compute the 
value of an inheritance so dearly bought. 
Glorious things are spoken of it ; and 
happy they who, through faith in the great 



THE KINSMAN. 87 

Redeemer, shall enter upon possession 
of it. 

But our Groel has bought us too. Such 
was required of Ruth's kinsman, (chap, 
iv. 5). Such was required of ours too. It 
was not enough that the estate should be 
redeemed to us ; we must be redeemed 
tuith it and to it. We had sold ourselves 
for nought ; given not only our substance 
but ourselves away, and could no more re- 
deem our persons than our property. We 
were slaves, and the bondage of corruption 
was ours. But " blessed be Jehovah, who 
left us not without a Kinsman r One who 
in his love and in his pity redeemed us, and 
thus raised us to the full rights of the pur- 
chased possession. 

But how ? By becoming a Kinsman in- 
deed. Forasmuch as we *' were partakers 
of flesh and blood, he also took part of the 
same." By an act of divine power he en- 
tered into relation with human nature, 
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that he might raise that nature into mystic 
relation with himself. By an act of grace 
He joins us to himself by a blessed union, 
to which the marriage-bond bears some re- 
semblance, and thus, putting himself in the 
place of " nearest of kin," he puts his re- 
deemed in a state of perfect right. " This 
is a great mystery," (Eph. v. 32) ; and, like 
other mystic unions, as that of the soul 
and body, manifest in its effects, though 
hidden in its nature and manner. It is 
often referred to in the devotional and pro- 
phetical scriptures of the Old Testament, 
(Psalm xlv. ; Isa. liv. 5 ; Hos. ii. 19, 20 ; 
Cant, passim). The same view of the be- 
lievers' union to Christ is given in the New 
Testament, (John iii. 29 ; Eph, v. 32 ; Rev. 
xix. 7 ; xxi. 9). To be united to the Son 
of Grod by a bond more endearing and en- 
during than the closest on earth, and, with 
all believers, to be presented at last, as one 
body, to Himself a glorious Church, witli- 
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out spot or wrinkle or any such thing, — 
holy and unblemished. Surely this, to 
every one who has left all for Christ, will 
be " a full reward from the Lord God of 
Israel, under whose wings he has come to 
trust'' 



THE END. 
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"Many of the passaj^es are flill of tenderness and pathoa, and the namtive Is 
skilfully wrouxht, and the interest «rell sustained; it breathes a spirit of deep and 
fervent piety."— Lowe's M<igaMlme, December. 

" A fine tale : the production of a viforous, accomplished , and religions mind." 
KeotHak Ouarditm. 



^ the same Author, 
THE CURATE OF LINWOOD ; 

Or, THE REAL STRENGTH OP THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 

Second Edition, revised and enlarged, with Frontispiece and Vignette. 

Price Ss. fid. 

" We cordially recommend this truly elegant Tolnme to the notice of all onr 
readers."- CAWjtian Mother's Maawtine. 
" Not only well conceived, but beautifkilly written."— 5leoM<* Guenrdian. 



IMPRESSIONS OF AMERICA 

AND THE AMERICAN CHURCHES. 
By the RRY. O. LEWIS. 

One of the Deputation of the Free Church of Scotlana to the United States. 
In post 8vo., price fis. 8d., cloth. 

"Trulv interesting, and full of information."— PrcaftytcHcm i?«r{«e. 

** We nave ourselves read tluH volume with much pleasure nntl edification, and 
we wotild warmly recommend it to otiient. The author treats in an able, eanditl. 
manly manner, the great subjects with which he is led to grapple."— JtooMia* 

" Thia ix n most engaging volume. Wn will he dlsappn!nt4><I if it does not become 
n favourite with the reading public."— ^io^**en» Warder. 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY W. P. K£NN£DY. 



LETTERS OF THE REV. S. RUTHERFORD, 

ProfbBsor of Divinity at St Andrews. 
With Biogmphical Notices of his Correspondents, by the ReT. JAMES 

ANDERSON. 
And « Sketch of his Life, Ac^ by the Bar. A. A. BONAB, 
Minister of the Free Church, CoUaee. 
ContidniBfr several Letters not before published, a Facsimile of his 
hand-writing, an Appendix, Aill Index, and Glossary. 
Demy ISmo^ price 9s. 6d. 
** An excellent edition of a work which has tor nearly two centuries been one of 
the most cherished of household books in the pious families of Scotland. The 
letters are here arranged chronologically, and are prefaced with biographical notes 
by the Rev. Mr Anderson. Several new letters appear in this collection fbr the 
flrst time, together with a fluvslmile of Rutherford's hand-writing. Mr Bonar's 
sketch of Butherford's life is written in a geniid siririt, and enhances the value of 
this truly precioua volume."— .SooMM OimiyUcm. 



TRAVELS IN CEYLON AND CONTINENTAL 

INDIA; 

Indudiag Nepal and other parts of the Hhnalays, to the Borders of Thibet, 
with some Notices of the Overland Boute. 

APPENDICES.— 

1. Addressed to BARON VON HUMBOLDT, on the Geographical Distribution of 

Conifers on the Himalayan Mountains. 

II. On the V^fetotion of the Himalayan Mountains. 

m. The Birds of the Himalayan Mountains. 

By I>r W. HOFFMEISTER, 
Travelling Physician to IMs Royal Highness PRINCE WALDEMAR of Prussia. 

Translated from the German. 
In Post 8vo, with two Maps, price 10s. 

" A spirited translation of one of the best accounts of India which we have had 
Aram a foreigner's pen. To all we can promise no ordinary entertainment."— .i<t(cM. 

"This is a volume of sterling value, the production of a highly cultivated and 
scientific mind. A* a record of travel it is ntll of incident, such as could only pre- 
sent itseif to a mind of the first order; while the other parts of the work may l>e 
regarded as an important addition to our sdentiflo knowledge of Eastern dimes." 
—BvanotUoal Magairtitt. 



LESSONS FOR THE PRESENT FROM THE 
RECORDS OF THE PAST; 

OR, PRACTICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL THOUGHTS ON GENESIS. 

By the Bey. B. MACDONALD, Blairgowrie. 

In Foolscap 8vo, cloth, price (h. 



MEMOIR OF MONTAGUE STANLEY, A.R.S.A. 

By tbe Ber. D. T. K. DRUHMOND. 

In 8vo, cloth, with Woodcuts, Price 6b. 

CONTENTS.— Chap. L Early Lifls.- II. The Actor.- IH The Change.— TV. The 
Stage Abandoned.— V. Thoughts on the Stage.— VI. Struggles of Faith.— VII. The 
Christian Artbt.— VIII. The Christian Parent— IX. The Qose of the Pilgriinage. 
—X. Reflections, 4ec., Ac. 



BOORS PUBLIBHED BY W. P. KEKHBBT. 



SERMONS 

TOUCHIKQ SOME POINTS MUCH CONTBOVERTED AT PaSSBNT. 

By the REV. J. PURVES, Free Church, Jedboigh. 
In Umo, price 4s^ doth. 

" ThU f> a trnir ezoeiieat and eloquent Tolnme of diteounee. It contains a 
body of Mmnd and lolid arirument, inttinet with the spirit of ploaa eaneetnen. 
and brightened with the hues of a rich poetic st/Ie. It is fitted to prove a yalo- 
able antidote to preTailincr errors."— Sormr traidk. 

" Sonnder or more sensible discourses, instinet with the warmth and eloquence 
of Christian fteiing, we eould not desire to meet with."— JbVw cAmntik Magattm, 
Junt. 



THE WYCLIFFITES; 

Or, ENGLAND IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY. 

By MRS COLONEL MACKAY, 

Authoress of the " Family of Heatherdale^" *e. 

In Umo, doth, price 0b. 6d. 

" A powerfliUjr written historical tale. The characters are weUdrswv, and con- 
sistently sustained, and historical facts are eareftilly kept in view. Altogether. 
this is one of the best books of its class that have ever come under our notice." 

" in the bocdi befDre us we have been struck with the ooosistont and soooessfhl 
delineation of diaraeter, and the reiined and Christian taste of the Authoress, 
which concentrates the interest upon the moral worth of the leading disraoters. 
rather than the external advantues with which die has surrounded them: and 
only enlists our sympathy where it can be given with the fbli eoncurrenoe of our 
Judgment."— CArMtMi LtO^* MagoMlt*, 



THE MEMOIRS OF WALTER PRINGLE OF 

OREENKNOW, 

Or, some of the free merdes oTOod to him,' and his will to his ChUdrsn, 
lefk to them vnder his own hand. 

Bdited by the Boy. WALTER WOOD, A.1I. 

In foolscap 8vo, price ts. doth. 

" This is a fine old autobiography. It is addressed by tiie Author fo Us diUdien. 
and bequeathed to them as a logaey of ChrisUaa love. The spiritual experience 
which it records is deep, but bMuUfblly simple; and the chsraeter which it indi- 
cates is that of a true-hearted Christian gentleman. Hr Wood hAs edtted the 
edition wUh much intelligence."— AoMiaik Guardkm. 

PROVIDENCE, PROPHECY, AND POPERY, 

As exhibited in the First Seven Chapters of DANIEL. 

By the REV. WILLIAM WHITE, 

Minister oi the Original Seoesdon Congregatioa,',Haddington. 

Ifino, price (h. 6d., doth. 

" No one can rise ttom the perusal of this volume without having his reveroBce 
for the Supreme Being deepened, and his oonfldenoe ia the power, wisdom, and 
goodness of his government."— ^ttnsss. 

"Kr White is a dtvlne of the same sdiooL and diaraotarised by many of the 
same mental peoullarities, as Dr M'Grie. He has presented us, ia the piesent pnb- 
Iteattoa, with a work of no common value,— abounding with weighty wtntiimmtih 
and ridi in Seriptural expodtion."— BcHwcr «if Ulaltr. 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY W. P. KBNNEDT. 



LECTURES ON FOREIGN CHURCHES, 

DeUvered in Edinbarph and Glaavow, May 18AA, In connection with the objer u of 
the Comniittee of the Free Church of ScotUnd, on the State of Chrlstuui Churchfs 
on the Continent and in ttie East. 

Pbnt StrUi, in ISmo., price 4s., cloth. 

L Introductory.— Mutoal Relation! of Chnrctiee. By R. 8. CANDLISH. D.Dl 

5. The Independent Baitern Churehea. By JOHN WILSON. D.Di, F.R.S. 

Sb The Ancient History of the Waldenaian Churoh. By Rev. THOMAS MCRIE. 

4. On the Present Condition and Future Prospects of the Waldenaian Chareh. 
By Rev. R W. STEWART. A.M. 

& ReliHous History of Holland and Balxiom since the Reformation. By Rev. 
W.K.TWKEDIB. 

6. Past and Pment State of Evanstelical Religion in Switzerland, especially 
Geneva. By PATRICK M'FARLAN.lD.D. 

7. The Past and Present State of Evangelical Religion in France. By the 
Rev. J. O. LORIMER. 



LECTURES ON FOREIGN CHURCHES, 

Delivered in Edinburgh and Glawow, 184t, in connexion with the ohiects of tl<c 
Committpe of the Free Church of Scotland, on the Stirte of Christian Churches on 
Uie Continent .and in the East. 

Second Series, in ISmo, price 4s. 6d., cloth. 

L The Papal Eastern Churches. By JOHN WILSON, D.D. 

S. On the Reformation in Germany. By JOHN FORBES. D.D., LL.D. 

5. The Present State and Prospects of Evan^lical Religion in Germany : with 
a Sltetch of its History from the Time of Luther. By the Rev. PATRICK FAIK- 
BAIRN. Salton. 

4. The State of Religion m Italy, from the Fall of the Western Empire till tli« 
Council of Trent, including an Account of the Introduction of the Rerormed Doc- 
trines into that Country. By the Rev. JAMES BRTCE, Aberdeen. 

A. Italy and iu Religion. By the Rev. W. K. TWEEDIE. Edinburgh. 

6. The Religious Condition of Spain at the Period of the Suppression of the Rc>- 
formation ; and. in naraealar, the Great Leading Features and Evenu in th« liiH- 
tory of Popery in that ConnUy at that Period, wfaerel^ it was enabled to cnioh 
the Reformation. By W. M. HETHERINGTON. LL.D.. St Andrews. 

7. The.Prospects ot Christendom. By tlie Rev. R. BUCHANAN, D.O.. GlasKow. 



A MANUAL OF SCRIPTURAL INSTRUCTION 

FOR THE USE OF SABBATH SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES, 

In Four Quarterly Parts. 

By tbo Rev. ALEXANDER W. BROWN, 

Minister of Free St Bernard's Church. 
Stereotype Edition, price 4d. 

" A good and seasonable little jpublication. well adapted for the purposes for 
which it has b(«n dr»wn up. Mr Brown's seal in the cause of education is well 
known, and the sugfrestions he prefixes to the First Part of his Manual are well 
worthy of the attention of Ministers and Teachers."— A'W Ckmrdi MOgt udM . 

'* Among the many systems and manuals for Sabbath-school instmetion, which 
have of late been issnlng in such numbers from the press, none better deserves 
success than the one before us."— miMM. 

" It is admirably a<iautcd not only for Sabbath schools, but also for family in- 
struction.'*— M>r<A«r» Warder. 

FVth Pan-PARABLEB OF CHRIST, Part L Price One Pt- nny. 

Sixth Part— Do. do. Part II. — — 

JtaMM IVirf— MIRACLES OF CHRIST, Parti. — — 

Eiffkthrart— Do. do. ParllL — — 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BT W. P. KENNEDY. 



AN AFFIRMATIVE ANSWER 

to the QaeBthw, 

WILL THE SECOND ADVENT OF OUR LORD BE PRE-MILLENNlAL P 

Ckinatatiiig of Four ArticlM, oriKinalbr written for the Free Church Megarine, In 
reply to a Series by the Rer. David Brown. 

With aa Appendix, oontidning tome Strictures on Mr Brown's Repljr to the Antltor's 
Aliment in his recently published Woric on the Second Advent. 

By the REV. W. WOOD, Minister at EUe> Fifie. 

Price lOd. 

" Mr Wood has not a little to say in defence of it, and he has said it well. He 
has written calmly, but with precision and vi^roor. He gives a good reason for 
the hope that is in him. He reasons closely and acutely, keeping his eye reso- 
lutely upon the question before him t which in all eontroversiee is of vast mo- 
ment, and more perhaps in the present than any, inasmuch as the disputants on 
both sides have been too often fed to wander away trom the real point at issne." 
Pretb't^eritm Sevitw. 



WITNESSES FOR THE TRUTH IN THE 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND; 

Being a Series of Engravings Illustrative of the History of the Church of 
Scotland, with Letter-press Descriptions. 

New and Enlarged Edition, neatly done up in doth, price Ss. 8d. 

Also, a Handsome Edition In 4to.. price 10s. dd., with Portraits of Drs CHALMERS, 

GORDON. WELSH, CANDLISH, and CUNNINGHAM. 

" The three sheets may be had bound together as a convenient schoo]4)ook. A 
copy on large and fine paper has also been prepared for the benefit of the drawing- 
rooms of Scotland. In the cottage, In the nursery, in the school and drawing-room, 
this little work will render the Church question, through its historical associations, 
as intelligible as in the assembly of divmes."'— AoftM ihuurMan. 

" The subjects selected are striking and appropriate, the designs are exceedingly 
well-conceived, and the execution Is most (aeditable." — IFttMss 



UNION TO CHRIST, AND TO HIS CHURCH ; 

Or, The Duty and Privilege of all to Believe In Christ, to Conftes Christ, and to 
become Communing .Members of the Church of Cbrist. 

By the REV. THOMAS SMYTH, D.D., Charleston, 

South Carolina. 

In ISmo, price Is. 6d., doth. 

"This is an excellent IHtle book, plain, earnest, and Impressive. It Is alike 
fitted, by God's grace, to wsra the careless sinner, and to encourage the trem- 
blingbeUever."— aeoMs* Omtrdkm. 



THE EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS. 

With a Reeommeadatory Notice, by the Rev. THOMAS BROWN, DD., Glasgow. 

In ISmo^ doth, price Is. 

"All who know any thing of Luther's writings know how he loved, how he 
gloried in the Epistle to the Romans. This tract contains a prefhee which he 
wrote to the Bpistlab and which, as giving a dear and comprehensive view of its 
structure and argument, together with an admirably drawn statement of the 
meaning of its prindjpud tenns, ' law, grace, righteonsness,fUth,' Ac, Is a document 
ot no mean value. The translation Is an admirable one, and the Introdttctoiy 
Notice is Just such as we should have antidpated Arom its venerable autkar."— 

" lliese are the Jottings on the margin of Luther's Bible. They are quaint, but 
eharaeteristic,— brief, but precious,— full of the Reformer's fhvourite truth, salva- 
tion tJirough the righteousness of the Son of God."— Borcfsr fTatek, 



BOOKS PUBLI8HBD BT W. P. KBNNEDT. 



FLOWERS OF ZION : 
a Jfeelrttfon of Itemna anb Satreb ^oettp. 

Ib Royal SSnus doih, gflt «dsea, price Ss. Sd. 

''This is an eleputt Uttlo Tolume. Tiie reader will And not a few 'precious 
pearls,' which would do honour to any poet, and none which do not breathe a 
spirit of' true and ondefiled religion.' "^fFUnesa. 

*' The poetry in this pleasant little volume is wholly of a devotional and Scriptural 
cast. Muiy of the pieces are itelifhtftiUy quaint and touching."— SooMiiA GMardtan. 



A SHORT VINDICATION OF PRESBYTERY; 

WITH TWELTE ESSAYS ON THE CHURCH. 

By tbe Rer. GEORGE WHTTOCK, 
Associate Congregation, Dallcelth. 

Edited by the Rev. THOMAS M'CRIE, Edinboigh. 

In post Svo., price Is. 

" We bail the appearaaoe of any treatise which discusses existing dilforences, 
and espedi^ of such a treatise as that now before us, in which the entire discus- 
sion is managed with Chiistiaa meekness. . . . We commend it to all who take 
an interest m the important sul^Mts of which it treats, satisfied that they will 
And in it much that is original in conception, dear in argument, and candid and 
dispassionate in spirit."— Amumt qf UUttr. 



THE TWO WITNESSES OF THE APOCALYPSE 
TRACED IN HISTORY. 

By the Rer. ALEXANDER BEITU» Stirling. 
In IBmo, price Ss. cloth. 



THE BIBLE HYMN BOOK. 

For General Use, and for Sabbath Schools. 

In ttmo, bound, pp. iSi, price Is. ; in doth, gilt edges. Is. (kL 

" The Hymns have been drawn together ttom a great variety of sources, both 
ancient and modern, and no small pains have been taken to render the selection 
both choice and complete. While all the well-known favourites have been re- 
tained, a large number have been added, hitherto but little known."— I>ii4A>m> 

*** To Scheola taking quantities the prioe wiD be,fbr Twenty-flve copies, L.1, Is. 



I pri 



for Fifty, L.2. 



AN ESSAY UPON CHRISTIAN LOVE. 

By the Her. and Lewned UUGH BINNING, 
Minister of the Gospel at Oovan, 160Ol 

With an Introduetiou, by the Hon. AUGUSTA MACKENZIE of Seaforth. 
In ISmo, Third Thousand, price ls.6d. 

" TMa little volume, pregnant as it is with experimental meaalag, and speaking 
powerflilly to the hes«ts of all those who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity 
and truth, ought to exist as a manual in the luuids of even Christian amongst us.. 

"Thewriter of the prefkoe, whose style would do credit to the pen of HannaJh 
More, has her mind evidently deeply imbued with tbe spirit of the author, from 
whose book she has probably been enabled to draw much spiritual profit and 
ptaMure."— ffttMs*. 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY W. P. KENNEDT. 



A COMPANION FOR PRAYING PEOPLE 

IN TIMES OF SPIBITUAL DEADNS8S: 
Or, Directiona for Growth in Grace and Practical Godlineai. 

By tbo Rex. RICHARD ALLEINE. 

First Printed in 188a 
In 18mo, price td. atitched. 



In Packets, price 3d. and 6d., 

PRECIOUS SEED. 

By tbo Rot. R. MACDONALD, Blairgowrie. 



1. Words of rruth. 

2, Words of Cuution. 

i Words in Sew^on. 
Words to the Weary. 



Contents. 

S. Words of Merey. 
9. Words of LUrht. 

7. Words of Warning. 

8. Words of Welcome. 



9. Words of Love. 

10. Words of Promise. 

11. Words of Life. 

13. Words of Gladness. 



In a neat Cover, price 8d., 

SCRIPTURE HARMONIES. 



Per 100. 
I. Waitinfr upon God. Ss. 

11. Exercises of an Earnest and 

Contrite Heart. Ss. 

UL The Sinirle Words of Scrip- 
ture. - - - 2s. 
IV. Twenty-one points upon 

Fear. - - - 2s. 

V. One Thin?. - - fc. 

VL An Exercise of SelfExanii- 
nation and Confejision, 
preparatory to a Cuiu- 
munion Season • is. 



Per 1&». 
VIL Rest, Part L . 2h. 

VIIL ltest,Partn. • Sa. 

IX. Sufferings and Glory. 4a. 
X. PourinK, or Pouring out Ss. 6<L 
XI. The name of God. v ^^ 
XII. Lost opportunities. ^ "* 
XIIL Twelve Temptations, and 

the way to meet them. isi. Sd. 
XIV. Joy. 4*. 

XV. Who is this t Who t What 
are these t is. 



In 18moi price Sd., 

THE SUM OF SAVING KNOWLEDGE; 

OR. A BRIEF SUM OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 

Contained in the Holy Scriptures, and holden forth in the Confession of Faith and 
Catechisms, tugellier with the practical use thereof. 



THE FINEST OF THE WHEAT; 

BeinfT Extracts chiefly fVom the Writinirs of the older Divines, adapted to the ox- 
perience, and designed for the quickening and consolation of true Christians. 

PART L 

To be eoKtintud occaaionaUy. 

Ill luolscap 8vo, price 9d. 



BOOKS PUBUSHBD BT W. P. KBNNKDT. 



TREATISE ON THE OFFICES OF CHRIST. 

By the late GEOBOE STEVENSON, D.D., Ayr. 

la Sto, eloth, price 8b. 6d. 

"We irlTe it aa oar liumble opialoii, that no treatiie oould have been more use- 
tally adapted to promote the InteresU of truth in the preeent times ; that no min- 
ister's library ouKbt to be without it t and that it will richly repsiy all who Iiave 
the means to procure, the heart to understand, and the good sense to peruse it."— 
Prubifttiiim Maffottm*. 



THE BELIEVER'S MORTIFICATION OF SIN 

BT THE SPHUT. 

First published in the year 1977. 
To which is added an Essay on Bypoorisy. 

By ALEXANDER CARMICHAEL, V.D.M. 
With a Prefhoe by the REV. W. K. TWEEDIB. 

In foolseap 8v0i piioe Ss., elotli. 

" We are greatly In Mr Tweedie'ailebt, both tor the repubUcation itself, and for 
the excellent though brief Prefhce with wliich he Itas introduced it to the pub- 
lic. Wlio that looKS round on the state of tlie church in the present day, can fsll 
to see the neoeisity for calling Christians to more of the imward l(^ of godliness." 

PEACE FOR THE DYING CHRISTIAN : 

Or, Extracts fkxmi Tarioas C9iristian Authors, on 

THE SUBJECT OF DEATH. 

Pln»atrU$. 

By H. DRUMMOND. 

Author of the ** Christian Mourner.* 

With a Prefkee by the Rer. D. T. K. DRUMMOND, B.A., Oxon., Unister of 

8t ThomasT Eplsoopal Chapel, Edtnbni^. 

And an Introductory Notlcw, by Rct. E. BICEXR8TETH. 

In fbolscap Bto.* price Ss. 6d. 

" Both the selections and the anonymous contributions are marked by a dear 
current of Seriptnral sentiment, and by a deep-toned spirituality and aerotion. 
We can heartily recommend the Tohime."— S«oMeNM< Jft ym iwe. 

" A sootliing, enoouraglnir Tolume, foil of oorinaJs for the Adnting spirit of the 
beiierer."— cSkriMlan uo^t Magaii^nt. 



CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE; 

Bdng the Seoond Series of " Peace fbr the Dying Christian." 

Containing some striking instances of Peace and Joy in the Prospect of Death, 
many of which are Original Memoirs, or such as liave been printed only for 
private eireolatton. 

By H. DBUHMONB. 

With a PrefiuM^ by the Bon. and Rev. B. W. NOEL. A.M.i and an Introdnetory 
Notioe, by Rev. D. T. K. DRUMMOND^ A.B. 

In fM>Iiai|> 8to, price la., doCh. 

"We need scarcely say that w« most cordially recommend Mrs Drummond's 
rorame to the notice of the Cluristian public. It will be found replete with moet 
nrterssttug and encouraginir details of death-bed experiences, all ofwhleh are well 
atled to strenfrthen the fklth, puriiV tin heart, and aninutte the hopes of Che b^ 
UeTsr in Christ."— IfiUiMssi. * 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BT W. P. KENNEDY. 



BOOKS FOR THE YOUNO. 

COUSIN KATE'S STORY; 

OR, SET ABOUT IT AT ONCE. 

In ISmo, doth, with Froatispieoe. Second Edition, price Sb. (hL 
"Thtg is a lively and pleount little ttory for children, and we can itrongly re- 
oommend it as an appropriate Christmas or New Year's Gift, not only on account 
of itti attractions as a tale, but its excellent moral, true and healthy seBtiment."— 
Brewbtff Pout. 

" Cousin Kate knows well how to amuse her Juvenile group : and the tmmerovs 
adventures of the little Grahams an sore to amuse others, and all who read them." 
— BMrnburgk A dv e r tt a er. 

' An admirable series of domestic pictores, set In beantifhl and symmetrical 
fhinies of heavenly truth. It contains many hfaits on moral training, which mifrht 
he of eminent service to tnponaiderate parents ; and abounds in lessons of the 
hi>:hp«t utility to either selfish, petted, quarrelsome, timid, or prayerlees children." 
— BtitUk Mother' $ MagoMtM. 

BytKt$ame /hithor, 

AN AUTUMN AT KARNFORD. 

In 18mo^ cloth, with Frontispiece and Vignette, prioe Is. 



LUCY SEYMOUR; 

OR, IT 18 MORE BLESSED TO GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE. 

By MRS DBUMMOND, 

Author of "The Christian Moumer," Ae^ Ac 
In 18mo, cloth, with Frontispiece and Vijpiette, price Ss. Cd. 

" We recommend it to those who are in the way of maltiny presents to the 
youuK na a safe and useAil book— safe to the morals and relifnon of youth, and 
UHPful in teaching them lessons that may tell efitectually on their after-life."— 
Ukuaow BMtminer. 

" The author has endeavoured to express the truth, vividly and accurately, so as 
to be attractive to the minds of the youne: ; and she has succeeded admirably in 
her object. The story is written with preat beauty, simplicity, and pathos, and 
must prove attractive to the younfc."— <aieo(tt«A OwuiUtm. 

By the sa«« Jbnthor, 

THE WILMOT FAMILY ; 

OR, THEY THAT DEAL TRULY ABE HIS DELIGHT. 

In 16mo, with Frontispiece and Vl^ette, prioe 3s. elotii. 

" This volume is one of the best written works for children we ever frianced at. 
And its ffreat leRson, which Is truthftilness, is so adniirablv enforced, and with such 
adaptatfon to the yonthfVi] mind, that we recommend ita introduction to every 
juvenile circle."— SwnveNMil Mafftuki*. 



EARLY GRACE 

ILLUSTRATED IN THE MEMOIR OF DAVID TOD. 

With an iBtroduetory Note. Ac, by the Rev. 8. C BAKER, BA. 
ISmo, price Is. 6d., -cloth. 

"The Memoir of 'a noble minded Christian boy,' written in a piooa and Judicious 
spirit."— AnXtisA OuardkuL 

" Tills little work In wpII named, for David To<l appears to have been an 
example^ and a very rcumrkable example, of early grace. —fPidMSfc 



NEW SERIES OP 

CHILDREN'S REWARD BOOKS, 

In Royal SSmo, with handsome Engravings. 



mHE PUBLISHER begs to recommend to the notice of 
-■- Mothers and Teachers, and all who are desirous of 
promoting the best interests of the young, the elegant 
Series of Rbward Books which he is at present issuing. 
It has been his aim, by availing himself of the services of 
writers of well-known ability, (among whom may be men- 
tioned the author of *' The Peep of Day," the writer of 
*' Missionary Stories," the author of " The Three Kmg- 
doms," " Ann Jane," &c., &c.) not only to combine amuse- 
ment with instruction, but to present, in the forms most 
attractive to the youthful mind, that truth which makes 
wise to salvation. And while he trusts the matter will be 
found most useful, he is confident that, in point of general 
fleganee of appearance, the New Series is equal, if not 
superior, to any in the market. 

HALFPENNY BOOKS. 

Congo's Kraal; or. The Lost One Pound. 

Shesh Aohurjta, the Toung Brahmin who wanted'to see 

God. 
Old Jessie, the Hindoo Mother. 
It is Time to Seek the Lord. 
Blind Cecilia. 

How WILL YOU turn OUT? 

Polly Maythorne ; or, The Little Mushroom Gatherer. 
Poor Jack. 

PENNY BOOKS. 

Stort of William Tyndal, 

The Pearl Fisher of Ceylon. 

The Little Black Servant. 

A Lamb of the Fold. 

George Washington; or, the Truthful Boy. 

The Quarrelsome Children. 

Sister Louisa; or, the Little Botanists. 

Ragged Tommy; or, the Boy and the Bishop. 



PENI^Y BOOKS— Co««n«erf. 

Nineteen and Ninktyj or, Rowland Hill. 

The Wobd and the Woak. Parts I. and II. 

The Prlsonebs of Wab. 

Buds and Leaves; or a Spring Walk with Mamma. 

Why do Oherbibs have Stones? or Fraits and Seeds. 

The Shepbebd Bot of Bethlehem. 

Jesus Chanqinq the Heart. 

Jesus BtAisinq the Dead. 

The Black Babt. 

TWOPENNY BOOKS. 

Industey; or, the Life of President Dwight. 

Pebseyebanoe; or, the History of Christopher Columbus. 

Might and Right; a True Tale of Tahiti. 

A Little Book about the Stabs. 

Infant Bbeathinos; being Hymns for the Young. By 

James Edmeston. 
Still Happy in Jesus; or, the Dying Hours of Emily 

F . 

Gentle John; or, the Happy Young Villager. 

The Young Factory Gibl, Bobbin-Windeb, and Sunday 

Scholab's Book. By Miriam Emmanuella. 

Aisot price Threepence, 

Wandering John; or, the Prodigal Boy. 

A liberal allowance to those purchasing qttantities. 



" a cheap and moat dalightftil little Series, . . which we cannot. too rtranitly 
recommend to our yonng readers.' —Lumd. MtaaUnuny RepoaUor^Jtiiaatatj IW. 

" These little books are both elegant and cb«ap, which is one recommendation; 
bnt they are also cfa. very superior Und in an respects— well written, instroetive, 
and AiII of Interest. Sabbath school teachers will find them Teiy xueTaL'^-Pru- 
bifterUm Review. 



The Series will be continued from time to time, and the 
Publisher would respectfully solicit for it the patronage of 
all who haye young people imder their charge. 

They may be had of all Booksellers, in Packets at Six- 
pence and One Shilling each, as well as in sets and mngly. 



EDINBURGH: WILLIAM P. KENNEDY. 

GLASGOW: D. BBYCB. DUNDEE: W. MIDDLETON. 

AYE: D. GUTHBIE. ABEBDEEN: C. PANTON. 

LONDON: W. ALLAN, 13 PATEBNOSTEB BOW. DUBLIN: 

JAMES BOBEBTSO^ 
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